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RETRIEVE DRIVER 



LOAD DRIVER 



REQUEST PLAYLIST 



COMPARE SONG INFORMATION IN DOWNLOAD 
LIST TO SONGS ON PORTABLE PLAYER TO 
AVOID DOWNLOADING SONGS ASSOCIATED _ 
WITH DOWNLOAD LIST THAT ARE ALSO 
STORED IN THE PORTABLE PLAYER 



FIG. 5A 
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r side could track and limit tb 



to for storage and later read from for retrieval for presen- 
tation. The storage device 373 preferably includes at least 
one hard disk 300. Throughout this disclosure, references 
relating to writing to or reading from the storage device 3"^, 



example, the hard disk 300) of the storage device 373. The 
storage device 373 is also comprised of a controller 379 that 

■ ■ rer 311 of the operating system 353 and implements those 
— . J ite operations to the hard 



[0059] An example remote control device 3S0 to provide 
input to the DHCT 16 is illustrated in FIG. 3C. A record 
button 390 enables the user to designate as permanently 
recorded any content instance buffered into the storage 
device 373 (FIG. 3A), or to schedule recordings. Aplayback 
button 392 enables the playback of a content instance. 
«A'381, "B'382, and "C"383 buttons can correspond to 
certain application-defined functions that have a correspond- 
ing "A", "B", or "C symbol di^layed in a graphic user 
interface (GUI) presented on a display device. The select 
button 385 can be used to enable a user to select among 




backdrops, preferably provided vi) 
desaibcd above. The musi. 
application 312 (FIG. 3A) rei 
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playing song as well as fbe previously played song. The title, 

" m infonna ' " ' , ' ' 
the current track can be alternately displayed by ; 
page up' 




a day (or longer) 
identifying indida of the designated songs to his or her 
playlist. In other embodiments, the user can create playlist 
categories to automatically detect and designate desired 
songs (and save the corresponding identifying indicia), or to 



, the operating system 353 can load the n 
312 (i.e., if the musii 
ly being implemented) as 
client application 312 that the portable audio player 343 has 
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portable audio player 343. Id 
audio player can handle the s 

fit on the portable audio player. Fc 
portable audio player may include a large 

iU phone/MP3 player combinit 
provide foi this functionality. 
[0072] FIG. SB cc 

■■ left off at connector A in FIG. 5A. In one imple- 
;]ient application 312 queries the 
portable audio player 343 (step 510) for its block size, 
niunber of free bbdcs, number of overhead blodcs per added 




a playlist ed 
■ designated songs from the playlist, 
!nts of the player (if the playlist will 
mpty), or (iii) abort the download. 
a the portable audio player 343, the 
downloading process can begin. 
[0O73] Step 51 
enced in the playlist be 
player 343. For each song to be downloaded to the portable 
" player 343, (he music client application 312, prefer- 



songs from the music server qiplication 234 (FIG. 2A). The 
music server application 234 retrieves the song infomiation 
fiom the compiessed music storage 220 (FIG. 2A) and 
_ DHCT 16, th 
player 343, and song data to 
module 230 (FIG. 2A) and the CA module 232 (FIG. 2A). 
The DRM module 230 is given an opportunity to negotiate 
the portable audio player 343, 



—■iio player 343 arc preferably , 
" ludio player 343 

[0071] In other embodiments, 
headend U (FIG. 2A) can oa 
playlist for use in DHCT men 



storage device 373 (FIG. 3A) over an 
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